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(57) ABSTRACT

A cascading regulation system connected to a number of
serially connected power sources and uses multiple regula-
tors having different cutoff voltages to provide an output for
the local power consumption unit. Each of the regulators is
connected to a subset of serially connected power sources
and so configured that if the voltage generated at the lowest
tap is no longer sufficient for a stable supply to the local
power consumption unit, the next higher regulator takes
over, and the output voltage drops in small steps reflective
of that takeover of the next higher tap. When the voltage
generated across a subsection grows, a lower connected tap
may take over again, producing a slightly higher output
voltage for the local power consumption unit. The cutover
steps are chosen such that the output voltage range matches
the range given as the acceptable input range for the local
power consumption unit.
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